The government of Sierra Leone recognizes the impact of education on human development

The country’s education sector plan covers the period 2014-2018 and focuses on increasing
access, improving quality, and system strengthening. The government of Sierra Leone
recognizes the impact of education on human development and aims to provide opportunities
for children and adult to acquire the skills, values, and attitudes that benefit the nation.

The Education Sector Plan 2014-2018 outlines the following strategic objectives and
interventions:
1. Ensure that all children enter school and complete primary education through:
▪

Constructing additional classrooms to accommodate projected demand in
communities.

▪

Organizing campaigns and reducing the cost of schooling to parents and
households to encourage parents to send children to school.

▪

Providing targeted support program for needy families.

▪

Providing support for extra-curricular activities and accelerated primary education
for older children and youth aged 10-15.

2. Increase access to pre-school for children aged 3-5 through developing and piloting a
cost-effective community-based pre-school model.
3. Increase the completion level and equitable access to junior secondary schools
through providing additional teachers, expanding tuition support program for girls,
and reducing the cost of education for the most vulnerable families.
4. Increase equitable access to senior secondary schools through constructing additional
classrooms to accommodate projected demand and providing additional qualified
teachers.

5. Increase equitable access to technical and vocational schools through:
▪

Supporting public-private partnerships to operationalize centers across the
country.

▪

Training teachers and instructors.

▪

Finalizing and implementing a technical vocational education and training policy.

▪

Increase equitable access to higher education institutions through:

▪

Constructing new facilities and upgrading existing ones to accommodate projected
demand.

▪

Expanding access to higher education and skills training through information and
communication technologies.

▪

Providing better financial support to neediest students and continue to grant
support for females in science, technology, and mathematics, and students with
disabilities.

▪

Developing a strategy to consolidate policies for addressing equitable growth and
quality improvements.
o Improve the literacy rate for youth and adults through:

▪

Launching a national campaign for literacy.

▪

Training and providing improved incentives for literacy facilitators and teachers.

▪

Establishing more and better-resourced non-formal basic skills training centers.
o Improve learning environments through:

▪

Rehabilitating and constructing existing classrooms, providing adequate furniture, and
increasing access to potable water and sanitation facilities to ensure a safe learning
environment.

▪

Providing learning materials for students, teacher support and materials, and updated
textbooks.

▪

Providing teacher support and materials.
o Revise the curricula and student assessment.
o Improve students’ acquisition of basic skills of reading and numeracy through:

▪

Developing a national reading program for children in grades 1-3.

▪

Training teachers on reading instruction.

▪

Assessing children’s reading and numeracy skills in primary schools and provide
remedial interventions.
o Improve the quality of teachers through providing support for pre-service and
in-service education at all levels.

o Equitably deploy teachers nationwide through incentivizing trained teachers,
approving community schools, and establishing literacy centers in underserved
areas.
The education sector plan also details several strategic objectives related to system
strengthening. These involve effective systems for teacher recruitment and deployment,
improving strategic and operational planning and service delivery, and capacity building.
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